
It has been an amazing Summer 09 

term, full of all sorts of adventure from  

having barbeques to interceding to 

good ol‘ sharing into the night!  I have 

been so blessed by watching the fellow-

ship grow and seeing CCF taking steps 

to further mature as a Christian body. 

It has been a pleasure serving the fel-

lowship this term and I learned a lot 

from the people around and God.  

One thing that really hit home this 

term was finding peace in God.  Philip-

pians 4: 6-7 says: 

“Do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace 

of God, which transcends all under-

standing, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. ” 

Whether you are current dealing with 

school, work, personal issues, or any-

thing else, present your requests to 

God and rely on his outrageously 

abundant peace!  The waters are not 

always calm, but with Jesus in the 

boat, there are definitely reasons to 

smile amidst the storm.   

I hope you find edification and great 

blessing in the following articles of this 

term‘s Insight! 

Godspeed 

Greetings From the Editor Gregory Lui 

Are You On the Lookout? Bily Xiao  

Are you on the lookout for what God is 

doing in your life? 

Did you know that our God is a living 

God? Did you know that, as the living 

God, He is continually working in our 

lives? Did you know it? Do you believe it? 

Are you on the lookout for it? 

It is part distraction and part unbelief 

that keeps us from seeing it. We are too 

occupied with ourselves and things 'so 

real' around us that we haven't the time 

nor energy to think of God - not even the 

things God does for us, in us, and around 

us. We see the human efforts and out-

comes but fail to attribute it to God. We 

fail to see the extraordinarily ordinary 

things He does everyday. We fail to see 

the godly purpose in things. 

Often, we do not see it because we do not 

look for it to begin with. We haven't the 

expectation that God is so involved in 

our lives, in so real a way.  

Do you have a testimony?  

No - not the dated story of your conver-

sion, significant though it may be - but a 

testimony this month; this week; this 

day? Do you have a living witness? Do 

you see it? Are you on the lookout for 

what God is doing in your life? 

Statement of Purpose  

Insight is a newsletter distributed on behalf of 

UWCCF to the CCF community. It is an oppor-

tunity for others to share their thoughts, ex-

periences, memories, laughter, and tears with 

their fellow brothers and sisters, with the in-

tent of edifying the fellowship and glorifying 

God.   
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“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in[a the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  - Matthew 28:18 ð20  
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There are times that I do not want to be 

in committee because I always wanted to 

dedicate more time in exploring what we 

called ―prayer‖ with the fellowship. Since 

I came to Waterloo I have learned so 

much about prayer through discussions, 

personal experiences, sermons, books, 

and prayer meetings. Prayer is always 

refreshing and I always feel re-

strengthened and rejuvenated after pray-

ing. That‘s why I really like to describe 

prayer as spiritually breathing, to inhale 

the goodness of God so that we can ex-

hale signs of being alive in Christ. 

So what is the purpose of prayer? I tend 

to overuse the analogy of comparing 

prayer with wireless internet. They both 

provide a channel to something power-

ful. But obviously prayer is much more 

reliable (24/7 anywhere), it‘s free, it has 

unlimited bandwidth, and God is bigger 

of course. My Chinese blood circulates 

much better when I see the word ―free‖. 

It is absolutely awesome that we have 

access to our Father through Christ Jesus 

at anytime and anywhere with prayer. 

And this magnifies God‘s grace even 

more since we are merely sinners , but 

He lets us approach His throne of grace 

with confidence (Heb. 4:16). We can 

freely talk to Him as our Father 

(Matthew 6:9) and that is really cool be-

cause it makes prayer something natural 

for us to do to grow in intimacy with the 

Lord. The CCF Winter 08 theme verse 

(Rev. 3:20) presents the essence of 

prayer, which I believe is to surrender 

ourselves to the Lordship of Christ and 

build a deep communion with Him.  

One interesting aspect of prayer that I 

have been exploring is to pray continu-

ally (1 Thes. 5:17). It is obviously hu-

manly impossible to be praying for the 

entire time. Once I dwelled more into the 

purpose of prayer, I started to realize the 

heart of praying continually. If prayer 

strengthens our communion with our 

Father and our willingness to surrender 

to His sovereign will, then praying con-

tinually should allow a continuous com-

munion with God and a conviction that 

God is in control throughout the day. 

Consider it like prayer-streaming or 

prayer-torrenting or prayer-gchat. Prayer 

is not just about closing your eyes and 

talking to God, but it is also about letting 

Christ take over and fellowshipping with 

Him. I think the awareness of God‘s 

presence and the willingness to let God 

take part in everyday‘s activities is part of 

praying continually. I often take short 

breaks to talk to the Lord casually, 

maybe to give Him praise when things 

are good, or to ask for strength when 

things aren‘t. I enjoyed telling God how I 

feel throughout the day even though He 

already knows. During work terms I usu-

ally have more time, so I would pray 

more whenever I am commuting or 

prayer-walking. Another privilege that 

we have is to pray for other people. 

Throughout the day the Spirit nudges me 

to pray for my brothers and sisters, and I 

often take pleasure in praying at specific 

times for those who have exams or inter-

views, for those who are sick and for 

those are struggling spiritually. It is a 

real privilege that we can care and sup-

port our brothers and sisters with prayer.  

Recently I have been thinking about how 

God answers our prayers. In many in-

stances, the Bible mentions that having 

faith and praying according to God‘s will 

usually get us the things that we asked 

for. There are some complications here. 

First, discerning God‘s will is not an easy 

task at all. Second, we might have diffi-

culties accepting and taking delight in 

God‘s will. From there, I started to pon-

der about the reasons why God answers 

our prayers, besides the fact that God has 

the best in stored for those who love Him 

(Rom. 8:28). Sometimes God does not 

give us what we ask for. One good exam-

ple is Paul, who pleaded three times to 

God for the removal of his thorn. God 

responded elegantly that His grace is 

sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9). That is intense; I 

better take a break and read that line 

again. Here we can observe that God 

responded to Paul with a lesson of de-

pendency. There are times that God put 

us in very difficult and challenging situa-

tions when we might not accept God‘s 

will that easily. It is very hard to deal 

with these situations, but I get very en-

couraged when I see the examples of 

Jesus (Matthew 26:39) and of Shadrach 

and his friends (Dan 3:16-18). This 

makes me realize that prayer is an oppor-

tunity for God to work in our hearts 

whenever we face trials, as God might 

not take the trials away from us. But He 

will teach us that we can depend on Him 

and makes us realize that as long as we 

have Christ, it is good enough. 

One last thing I want to share is about 

praying God‘s words. Scripture is de-

scribed as the sword of the Spirit 

(Ephesians 6:17) and it is the only offen-

sive weapon from the Armour of God. 

That is quite interesting because many of 

us are used to be on a defensive stance 

against temptations and the enemy‘s 

attack. But God has given us a powerful 

weapon, His own words. Imagine how 

awesome it will be if we use the arsenal 

God has given to conquer more territo-

ries in our own life in the name of Christ. 

I learned in chess that attacking is the 

best way of defending. Once you attack, 

you keep your enemies far away from a 

distance, but if you just defend they will 

keep bombarding you. Mixing prayer and 

Scripture can create unimaginable victo-

ries in your life as you walk in becoming 

more like the author and perfecter of our 

faith, Christ Jesus, our hope of glory.  

Exploring Prayer Jorge Quan 
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When I first heard that CCF is looking for 

articles for Insight, I immediately felt 

that I should write an article - to bring 

encouragement to my brothers and sis-

ters and to share with all of you how God 

has been working in my family‘s life dur-

ing our most difficult time. 

Just a month and a half ago, my family 

and I found out that my mom has cancer.  

We were devastated and did not know 

what to do.  Although we have been a 

Christian family for many years, we have 

been ―lukewarm‖ Christians – attending 

church every Sunday yet failing to build a 

close relationship with God.  I remember 

the day we heard the bad news.  It was a 

Friday afternoon and immediately, the 

first thing that came to my mind was to 

go back to CCF.  I had gone to CCF quite 

a few times over my frosh year and 2A 

term but I never attended regularly.  I 

have always been aware of the impor-

tance of fellowshipping with my brothers 

and sisters but I was very lazy and often 

gave excuses such as ―I‘m busy with 

school.‖ On that Friday night, I walked 

back into CCF and amazingly, although 

my brothers and sisters were not aware 

of my situation then, they were very 

warm and welcoming, allowing me to feel 

comforted at such a time of uncertainty. 

Ever since that Friday, I have been com-

ing to CCF every week and truly feeling 

that CCF is my home.  I cannot explain 

how touched and joyful I was when a 

prayer meeting was organized for my 

mom and family and when brothers and 

sisters approached me individually, shar-

ing with me their own pains and words of 

encouragement.  I praise the Lord for my 

CCF family. 

Over this past month and half, my family 

and I have felt a great transformation 

unfold in our lives.  We began to spend 

quality time with the Lord – reading the 

Bible daily, doing devotions, praying 

together and sharing His Word with our 

non-Christian relatives and friends.  I 

was very surprised when I asked my non-

Christian friends (some of whom I have 

always believed to be anti-Christianity) 

to pray for my mom and family, almost 

all of them were willing.  In fact, a par-

ticular friend whom I was sure would be 

against any ideas of Christianity and 

whom I had to pray to the Lord for cour-

age to speak to, ended up asking me how 

to pray and has been praying for my 

mom since then.   The Lord also placed 

many other individuals to support me 

along this rugged road, ranging from my 

Discipleship Group to an acquaintance 

on the bus.  There was a day when I was 

crying on the bus ride home because the 

thoughts of my mom‘s situation were 

overwhelmingly painful, a brother in 

Christ, whom I‘ve only met once, un-

aware of my situation, saw my tears and 

left me a personal message on Facebook 

to encourage me.  How awesome is the 

Lord! 

My mom is currently still in the midst of 

her illness, with sever coughing and lack 

of energy.  The doctor told us last week 

that she has Stage III lung cancer (there 

are only 4 stages in total).  She has a tu-

mour in her lung, one in her lymph 

nodes and another potential one in her 

breast.  Although the situation appears to 

be horrifically terrible, our family contin-

ues to experience the joy and peace that‘s 

only found in Him.  My mom is currently 

undergoing naturopathy, in which she 

takes in a special diet, made of herbs, 

vegetables and fruits.  We have decided 

not to use the hospital‘s chemotherapy, 

radiotherapy or surgery.  Many people, 

including our closest relatives, have been 

very frustrated, confused and even angry 

with us for making this decision.  It 

sounds really illogical – not using the 

hospital‘s ―traditional‖ treatment and 

instead, opting to use an unproven treat-

ment method. 

The reason for this big decision was our 

faith in our Father.  Throughout the past 

month and a half, we have seen our Fa-

ther‘s perfect planning for my mom‘s 

path to healing.  When my mom was first 

diagnosed with cancer, a sister in Christ, 

who is a former cancer patient and spe-

cialized in naturopathy, happened to 

travel to Waterloo.  She is from the U.S. 

and travels around the world to spread 

the gospel.  She has never been to Water-

loo and unlikely to ever return to Water-

loo after her trip last month.  Amazingly, 

she happened to be here when we most 

needed her help.  This was our family‘s 

first exposure to naturopathy. 

Next, a sister from church happened to 

find a book on naturopathy, which was 

written by a Christian doctor, who suf-

fered from lung cancer but was healed 

through naturopathy.  She decided to 

lend the book to my mom to read.  The 

book told of many cancer patients who 

were healed by this doctor, who gave 

them a customized diet plan.  Upon read-

ing the book, my mom told me how 

much she wished for someone to give her 

a customized diet plan, but unfortu-

nately, the author of the book is in Tai-

wan.  We both laughed painfully at how 

impossibility of finding a customized 

plan for my mom. 

Amazingly, the day after my mom ex-

pressed this wish, we received a tele-

phone call from a friend.  We haven‘t 

been in touch for a very long time and 

did not know that she studied holistic 

nutrition and specialized in creating 

these customized diet plans.  We were 

surprised that we found out on the day 

before my mom‘s biopsy.  Our family 

prayed very hard that day, asking for the 

Lord to reveal to us what His plans are.  

After praying, reading the Bible and dis-

cussions, the three of us felt in our hearts 

that the Lord was leading us towards 

naturopathy.  My mom thus decided to 

Faith: The One Thing I Must Cling To Mandy Cheung 



not go to her second biopsy, which the 

doctor strongly opposed.  He expressed 

to us that this action is giving my mom 

life-threatening consequences. 

However, upon making the decision, our 

family feels at peace.  We have a strong 

feeling that the Lord is bringing us on 

this difficult path – the road less trav-

elled , the leap of faith – so that our faith 

and trust in Him can be built up and also 

for us to witness to others how miracu-

lous our God is.  Although there are still 

many moments of weakness, of doubt 

and fear, I know with all my heart that 

our Father is watching over us.  He hears 

our prayers and feels our pain.  I believe 

that He will heal my mom and we must 

remain faithful through this storm.  Faith 

– the one thing I must cling to with all 

my life. 

us. Think about a race. The moment peo-

ple get off the block, or pass the finish 

line are considered the most pivotal mo-

ments. Or even in a relationship, when it 

begins is sometimes the most exciting 

and happiest time, and for those that see 

an end, sometimes the hardest and most 

agonizing moments. 

Whether we realize it or not, we as hu-

mans naturally give the beginning and 

end a lot of value. Much more than we 

should. 

We forget the fact that beginnings and 

endings themselves were never really 

meant to be celebrated. They‘re just cele-

brations for what‘s in between. They‘re 

there celebrate the journey. Beginnings 

were meant to celebrate the initiation of 

the journey ahead – To celebrate all the 

good times to come. Endings are there to 

mark a point of reward, or a point of 

mourning for the journey that has past. 

All that beginning and endings really are, 

are time markers. They‘re like the pack-

aging on a toy, or the gift-wrap on a 

birthday present. They‘re like the spikes 

you put onto your corn cob to help you 

eat it. They‘re like the frosh week and 

convocation for university. They‘re 

meant to accentuate what actually goes 

on in between those two points. 

At my funeral, I could care less if they 

spent time actually detailing the events 

of my death… whether it may be some 

sort of freak car accident, or just getting 

old and dying in my sleep (the first one 

being more likely, I‘m guessing). I hope 

what‘s celebrated at my funeral is the life 

I lived. The things I accomplished and 

what I went through to be who I was to 

everyone else sitting in the crowd. I don‘t 

want people to think about the fact that 

―okay, show‘s over… Derek is gone now‖, 

but rather the impact or influence I had 

on their lives through the years of love, 

the years of friendship and how we built 

up over all the hardships. 

In the end, what matters is the journey 

that led up to it. Breakups are hard, but 

will you remember everything you 

learned and how you grew during that 

relationship? First place finishes are 

great, but will you reminisce every wak-

ing second you were in that race? Life 

will eventually meet an abrupt end… but 

will you realize that what‘s important is 

how you lived each and every day leading 

up to that? 

Your life on earth is capped with a begin-

ning and an ending. But will you believe 

me when I say that, although these two 

events of your life may bring out the 

most people for a single event - they‘re 

the least important times in your life? 

What‘s important in a relationship isn‘t 

how it began or how it ended – but how 

you learned from each other and grew 

through all the good and all the bad 

times. In the same way, the most impor-

tant part of our lives is the now. 

Each and every waking moment we‘re on 

this earth we have the choice to impact 

others, to give generously or to squander, 

to love or to hate, to go and do something 

fun or to go comfort a friend in need. We 

all have a beginning and an end, but 

what makes each of ours so unique and 

special is all that stuff that happens in 

between. We‘re on this journey called 

life. Do you live each and every day as 

you would want to be remembered in the 

end? Do you realize you‘re living the 

most important part of life, right now? 

Value each new day. Shrug off the bur-

dens of yesterday. Run the race. Hard. 

  

Cheers&Blessings. 

 

Birth, Death and All 
That Other Stuff In 
Between Derek Ma 
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I find having a new perspective during 

hard times is always a blessing. I hope 

this can bless any of you in some way, 

shape or form! 

Lately I‘ve been thinking about begin-

nings and endings and how they seem to 

be the biggest and most glorified events 

in people‘s lives. Our life begins at birth 

and we‘re showered with gifts and toys 

and all our parents‘ friends, our future 

Aunties and Uncles, come out to see us 

and celebrate our beginning. Further 

down the road, our lives end at death, 

and although we‘re not showered with 

gifts nor toys this time, all the friends 

and family we‘ve picked up along the 

journey come out to remember and 

mourn the life we lived. There aren‘t 

many other events in our lives that bring 

out those closest to us like new life and 

finished life (maybe a wedding – but 

that‘s another ‗beginning‘ all in itself, 

anyways). It‘s the beginning and the end 

that have become the most memorable to 
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Do you ever feel like you have to right 

things with God? Or that you have to get 

things right - like spending extended 

time in reading His Word, or rejuvenat-

ing yourself in fervent prayer - before 

continuing with God? Before continuing 

to walk in freedom and light? 

We feel like this often after sin. A whole 

lot of guilt, shame, and disbelief, perhaps 

disgust with ourselves. And we feel we 

owe it to God to return with a mighty 

180, with dramatic confession and re-

pentance. When this distinct spiritual 

state of catharsis isn't attained then it 

feels like we are still yet unclean. We 

question our ourselves. Perhaps we were 

not genuine enough... Perhaps I'll try to 

be more genuine and try to pray again 

later.  

It is in this time that the devil continues 

to attack and exploit us greater still. It is 

in this time we succumb to deception 

which straps us to guilt and locks us in 

self-pity. We shift our disposition, then, 

further away from God - and let our de-

fenses down lower to sin. Each prayer 

seems a fruitless attempt, and one failure 

leads to another. 

Genuine confession and repentance are 

necessary, as are prayer and Bible study. 

But perhaps there is something wrong 

with our human expectations of repen-

tance.   

God never asked us to be emotional. He 

asked us to change our attitudes and our 

actions, to be men and women of charac-

ter. Christ has completed His work. God 

acknowledges our sorry state. The ques-

tion is not "how do I get right with God?" 

The question is "how do I walk  in the 

Spirit? 

Walk In the Spirit Bily Xiao 

ñHe has told you,  

O man, what is good;  

and what does the Lord require of 

you, 

but to do justice, and to love kind-

ness, 

and to walk humbly with your 

God ?” 

- Micah 6:8 

Apologetics: More Than Just Words  Michael Chan 

Apologetics is essentially a defence for 

the Christian faith. A defence through 

persuasion rather than arguments. A 

defence that has been extremely well 

prepared. A defence that understands 

what is on the line (someone‘s eternal 

destination). 

A good lawyer who stands and defends a 

client in the court of law does more than 

just present the facts. People hire lawyers 

because they are able to defend and per-

suade the judge and jury even when 

views differ. They are able to prove their 

case is more valid than someone else‘s 

case. They can see what‘s coming and 

prepare their replies in order to ―win 

them over‖. 

Now the topic comes with mixed feelings. 

So let me start off by saying it‘s ex-

tremely important to study the Bible. But 

if we want to win someone over for 

Christ, we need to learn how to use the 

Word of God. 

Apologetics is about ―always being pre-

pared to give an answer to those who ask 

about your faith.‖ (1 Peter 3:15, Apologia 

in Greek literally means ―answers‖) It is 

not about being well informed. It is not 

about the ability to whip out and impress 

people with your well-seasoned vault of 

Bible verses. And certainly it is not about 

being able to give witty comebacks to 

tough questions, because it might come 

off as being overconfident/arrogant.

Instead when presenting our faith, we 

need to start from the ground up. We 

should assume nothing when building a 

case for Christ; because the fact is: the 

Christian faith is very confusing to those 

who are peering in from the outside. We 

talk about creation, as if everyone be-

lieved in intellectual design. We talk 

about redemption, as if everyone ac-

knowledged sin. We talk about life after 

death, as if people believed in heaven 

and hell. And the list goes on. 

We simply miss the point if we believe 

sharing our faith is to recite religious 

truths without understanding where non

 “Cogent arguments that are con-
veyed with an air of arrogance empty 
the power of apologetics” 

-Christians are coming from. We need to 

realize that persuasion, as proposed by 

the Greek philosopher Aristotle, appeals 

to three categories: Ethos, Logos and 

Pathos. 

Ethos:  Moral Credibility. People tend to 

believe the people whom they respect. 

One of the central problems of present-

ing the Christian faith is to convince oth-

ers that you are someone worth listening 

to, in other words making yourself into 

someone who is worthy of respect and 

likable. So remember, your actions speak 

just as loud – if not louder – than your 

words. Be morally accountable to what 

the Bible teaches, honour God in your 

studies, and always know that people are 

watching. Live life as if everything is on 

the line, because it is. 

Logos  – Logic, the use of reasoning. 

Giving sound reasoning is the heart of 

bringing God‘s truth to the world around 

you. Understand what the Bible is teach-

ing and find good ways to explain it. If 

you know there will be a tough question, 

spend the time to over-prepare for it. 
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Always be prepared, don‘t just assume 

you can pass off a half-baked answer. 

People know. 

And finally, Pathos  refers to empathy, 

sympathy and our ability to understand 

the emotions of others. I left this for last 

because this often gets ignored. Our 

choice of language affects a listener‘s 

emotional response and emotions can 

effectively be used to enhance their re-

ception to the gospel. We need to empa-

thize with where people are coming 

from. This isn‘t easy, and it requires a lot 

of preparation and homework in trying 

to get into the shoes of others. Whether 

you are using stories, analogies – or just 

having the patience to say something at 

the right time will make a huge differ-

ence. Never just shove something down 

someone‘s throat if they are not ready to 

hear it. 

A good lawyer fighting a lopsided case 

can still win, but it will depend on how 

he delivers the facts. 

Apologetics presented with its proper 

demeanour – a unique combination 

of intellectual integrity, commit-

ment to moral duty and care  – will 

provide rational justifications for the 

truths Christians believe in. Ultimate 

apologetics is rational, viable, and true. 

 

Note: This article assumes that the read-

ers know the truth. Just a reminder, do 

not skimp on the truth. Always present 

it in its entirety, but work on how you 

deliver it. 

“Make it an object of constant study, 
and of daily reflection and prayer, to 
learn how to deal with sinners so as to 
promote their conversion.”  
– Charles G. Finney 

Many of us are living an unfinished 

story… too many of us. No, I‘m not talk-

ing about the story of your life that 

promptly ends when you die, but rather 

the story of the Gospel (from Old Eng-

lish, gōd spell "good news"). ‗Gospel‘ as 

we know it, actually isn‘t restricted to the 

four Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke & 

John, but rather it is the entire Bible 

itself. The Four Gospels aren‘t stand-

alone, albeit perhaps the climax of The 

Bible itself, but definitely not independ-

ent of the whole story. It is the entire 

Bible that is the ‗good news‘ of salvation. 

It is because of the sin and lifelessness 

that so plagued the Old Testament that 

Jesus came and died (for them and for 

us) and then the rest of the New Testa-

ment carries on with the story post-

Jesus. 

Many modern day evangelists and 

preachers are abundantly accused of 

living too much in the New Testament: 

preaching too much about what Paul 

says, rather than what God did in the old 

times. We, as a generation of people, 

have been accused of living too much off 

the ‗God of Love‘ rather than the ‗God of 

Wrath‘. I‘m told that if I were really to 

see God as wrathful as He is capable of 

being, I would have much more ‗fear of 

God‘ in my life. I argue something differ-

ent. I think we, as a people, live too much 

in the Old Testament. Let me explain. 

The Bible is really a pretty interesting 

story from front to finish. In Genesis, 

God created everything. Zap. We live!!! 

(Frankenstein moment) And we were 

good! Only 3 chapters later do we fall 

and become a sinful people. For the next 

39 books (incl. Gen) of the OT, we live on 

as sinful people, attempting to live by the 

commands of God… but always falling 

short. Not until the next 4 fancy books of 

the Gospel (or the Gospels themselves) 

climax this big story and a God-Man dies 

and takes sin away from everyone. For 

the following 22 books, The Bible talks 

about living in this new found salvation 

– what it means to be a spiritual people: 

To heal, to fellowship, to cast out de-

mons… all sorts of cool stuff. Finally the 

story ends off with one final book, Reve-

lations, which is a fitting end to a very 

epic story. 

If I were to lay out the story of The Bible 

as I just did and compare it to my life, 

there are quite the number of consisten-

cies. I‘m born… I‘m pretty innocent for a 

few years of my life – and then once I 

gain knowledge of the world, I fall into 

sin. This is followed by a period of trying 

to do good, yet always falling short. Then 

along comes a savior. HURRAH. THEN, 

the story is supposed to go that ―I‘m 

changed‖ and continue on in my ministry 

and eventually die and party up in 

Heaven with all the angels and some cool 

animals. 

Where do you place yourself on that 

timeline? Do you really think you‘re liv-

ing in the New Testament yet? Are you 

performing miracles? Healing the sick? 

Raising the dead? Jumping ten feet into 

the air!?!? 

I‘d argue that many people (yes, referring 

specifically to Christians only), are still 

caught up somewhere in the Old Testa-

ment. We‘ve heard of this Christ, ohhhh 

yes, all the prophets keep talking about 

God > My Heart Derek Ma 
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1 John 3:18 -20ð ñDear children, 

let us not love with words or 

tongue but with actions and in 

truth. This then is how we know 

that we belong to the truth, and 

how we set our hearts at rest in his 

presence whenever our hearts con-

demn us. For God is greater 

than our hearts,  and he knows 

everything.” 
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how He‘s coming soon (see the OT 

prophets books)… But is the salvation & 

power He brings REALLY in our lives 

yet?  

The proclamations of Christ and those 

who followed Him were of power, of 

peace, of wisdom, of strength and of love. 

Many of us are more akin with weakness, 

stress, academic inadequacy, timidity 

and loneliness. Why do so many of us 

associate more with Romans 3:23 rather 

than Romans 5:1, 8:1, 8:28, 8:38-39, and 

10:9. Christ comes with GOODNESS!! 

Do you have that yet??? If not, then 

you‘re probably stuck in the Old Testa-

ment! Fear not! Because if you‘re hearing 

all the prophets talking about this Christ 

that is to come over and over again… 

then you‘re near the end of the OT, and 

the true salvation is not far away! 

No, I can‘t quite explain to you in full 

what the progression into ‗living saved‘ is 

like in a single article like this… but there 

definitely  is a transformation that takes 

place when it happens (Romans 12:1-2). 

It‘s not some form of action… but a 

‗renewing of the mind‘.  

Many times I‘ve gotten caught up think-

ing about why I‘m so inadequate if I‘m 

truly living saved. I can many times still 

relate to Paul when he talks about sin in 

Romans 7: ―For what I am doing, I do 

not understand; for I am not practicing 

what I would like to do, but I am doing 

the very thing I hate.‖ If you can‘t relate 

to this right now, or don‘t think you‘ve 

ever been able to relate to this, you‘re 

fooling yourself! Everyone sins… and yes 

that is something that does not change 

after true salvation. Unfortunately, we do 

not become perfect people, and although 

I may have painted a picture that seems 

as such… it doesn‘t happen. What does 

happen, as mentioned, is a renewing of 

the mind.  

Paul doesn‘t just give up because of his 

sin… rather he has another way of look-

ing at it (read all of Romans 7… it‘s 

short). It is no longer Paul that sins… but 

rather, sin that dwells within him. 

Within his flesh. While on earth, we 

aren‘t able to escape our flesh. Fact. But 

what we CAN do is set our spirits free. To 

truly understand that we are not bound 

by sin in anything BUT our flesh, and the 

spirit, the true us that lives on past 

death, can be made good.  

The New Testament was filled with just 

about as many sinners as the Old Testa-

ment (Everyone!!! Minus Jesus). But the 

NT came with a different mentality and 

way of seeing things. It is the under-

standing that although I still sin, al-

though I‘ll stress out, although I‘ll still 

feel inadequate, unworthy, weak, and 

lonely at times… I can be changed into 

the exact opposite of where I am in an 

instant. Although my flesh is weak – it is 

my spirit that can be made strong 

(2Cor12:9, Phil3:12).  

I started this article with a seemingly 

very unrelated verse to anything I‘ve 

spoken about (1 John 3:18-20). The part 

that sticks out to me is ―For God is 

greater than our hearts‖. Not that I claim 

to know its exact meaning or everything 

it encompasses, but to me, it reminds me 

that although I may still be inadequate, 

may still sin, feel lonely, and all that… I 

am made otherwise  not through what 

I‘ve done, but what God has done. Not by 

my heart but by God. I can live with con-

fidence that I have power, love, wisdom 

and peace… definitely not by any of my 

doing, but through God and what has 

already been done; because He promises 

so (Eph2:6, 1John4:17, 2Cor8:9, 

John15:11, 1Cor15:57, Eph1:3). And I can 

live in confidence of this… For God is 

greater than my heart. 

 

Cheers&Blessings 

In a mid January issue of Time [1], I 

came across an article entitled ―Grow 

Up ? Not so fast‖. It gives a sociological 

account of young people (18 to 29) today 

and refers them as the ―twixters‖. They're 

neither kids nor adults, but were in a 

strange, transitional never-never land 

between adolescence and adulthood, 

putting off the adult responsibility that 

constantly threatens to crash down on 

them. They're betwixt and between --- 

the twixters. 

Some sociologists/psychologists see it as 

good things for they're reaping the fruit 

of decades of affluence and social libera-

tion --- a chance for them to savor the 

pleasures of irresponsibility and free-

dom, search their souls and choose their 

life paths. They‘re trying on jobs, part-

ners and personalities to ensure that 

when they do settle down, they have 

found the right path and becoming the 

kind of person they would like to be.  But 

some economically minded scholars see 

it differently. They fear that ―twixters 

aren't growing up because they can't --- 

for whatever cultural machinery used to 

turn kids into grownups has broken 

down, that society no longer provides 

young people with the moral backbone 

and the financial wherewithal to take 

their rightful places in the adult 

world‖[1]. 

Some twixters feel that their education 

does not prepare them for real-world 

jobs. Some expect a lot more from a job 

than a pay check. Some perceive the 

world as not being particularly welcom-

ing when they come into it. Hence, some 

rather enjoy parties and social networks, 

leaping from job to job, place to place, 

and programs to programs than taking 

up responsibility. Most of their problems 

are hard to see, and that makes it harder 

to help them. They could use some judi-

cious support — mostly from their par-

Grow Up Fast With A 
New Vision Andrew C.K. Wong 
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ents. Realizing getting financial inde-

pendence is hard, they rather spend what 

they make on consumer electronics, flat-

screen TV, iPods, fashion, exotic vaca-

tions and so forth;‘ 

As I ponder through the problems con-

fronting the twixters, my prayers go with 

them. It is true that the future is blurred, 

opportunity is flickering and career paths 

are not that clear for them. But would 

that affect the vision of a pilgrim? Would 

hardship not be a necessary process for 

one to grow in wisdom and stature? Who 

will shine in darkness if not the light of 

the world?  I feel that this is the time that 

God will begin His work on those who 

turn to Him for insight and direction. I 

believe that a new revival will come to 

them if they seek first His kingdom and 

His will. They will receive a new vision 

and a new strength to move ahead, not 

only for themselves but for generations 

to come. They must be brave. They must 

be willing to pay the price and let go 

some pleasures. They must stand up and 

take steps. But what could their new vi-

sion (their own, not others‘) be?  

According to George Barna [2], ―vision is 

the ability to understand the history, the 

present condition, and the potential, and 

to conceive a plan for action that will 

maximize the potential.  Often it is a re-

sult of having spent much time absorbing 

the facts around, knowing the resources 

one could get or create, and devising 

sound but creative strategies for moving 

forward. Vision always entails progress: 

it is never satisfied with the status quo.  

Vision is the capacity to create a compel-

ling picture of the desired; state of affairs 

that inspires people to respond; that 

which is desirable, which could be, 

should be; that which is attainable‖.  

Hence, ―…be transformed by the renew-

ing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.‖ (Romans 12:2)       

 

Here I would like to cite Bob Moorhead‘s 

principles of vision with my bracketed 

comments.  

Vision:  

1. is a reality of conditions that do not 

now exist  (created with innovative 

and positive spirit)                                                                                                                                                                                      

2. always entails change  ( need research 

and planning but also a leap of faith)                                                                                           

3. is always God given, not man-

centered  (so, be not disobedient to 

the vision from heaven)                                   

4. focuses on what others think is im-

possible (for God can make it possi-

ble)                                     

5. always involves risk; invites criticism 

(willing to be vulnerable, it is a living 

sacrifice.)                                                     

6. always makes room for God‘s known 

will  (know the bible and the voice of 

the Spirit ) 

7. should not get derailed by fads, 

trends, methods (not to conform but 

to be transformed) 

8. never acquiesces to the status quo  

(for God can change things)                                                              

9. must never be side-stepped by human 

tradition over biblical truth (eternal 

value first) 

10. must never be set in concrete details. 

(so, you will constantly seek for guid-

ance) 

When I was in my twenties, I went 

through a certain period, a little like a 

twixter today. I didn‘t know what my 

future would end up. In my final year, I 

committed myself to serve Him in acade-

mia. Then, after a year‘s training in Can-

ada, I became an engineer in Hong Kong. 

My job was not that fulfilling, yet I 

passed the UK professional engineering 

institute exam.  (A very difficult one to 

pass) that enabled me to apply and be-

come an authorized architect. That also 

meant that I had the potential to make 

big money. But, I did not forget my ear-

lier calling. Yet, a wise man‘s saying kept 

ringing in my ear: ― a rolling stone gath-

ers no moss‖. I engaged in a long and 

bitter conflict within. In my searching, 

battling and agonizing span, two poems 

(as shown below) expressing my deepest 

feelings evolved. I was awakened from 

my Moss Dream and let go of what I 

would like To Possess. Then, I set sail on 

my new journey to fulfill my promise to 

the Most High.    
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                      Moss Dream  

You wish someone would call you 

While the sun is high o'er the  

distant plain. 

If awakening lacks the strength  

perpetual 

Wakefulness is a paralyzing pain. 

 

We gather moss -- 

The splendor and comfort  

of our garden 

We wish it evergreen.   

In the complacent hour of  

its thriving, 

The rock, not cut by man’s hand,   

is rolling, 

The green soon covers our names. 

 

How much have you gathered 

Seventy years altogether?  

 

In our Father's Mansion, 

Not an image, 

Nor a single image 

Of moss is found. 

To Posses  

 

To possess 

I have given my all. 

My fist can grip 

A tiny glass of nectar 

Mingled with bitterness. 

 

Lust allured me --- 

My will willed the gall wine sweet 

My mind drowned in drunkenness 

Till my possession filled my every 

vein 

And I lied cold in an alien land. 
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Finally, I would offer ―A Prayer for the 

Future‖ by Sir Frances Drake [3] to you 

folks.  

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well 

pleased with ourselves, when our dreams 

have come true because we have 

dreamed too little, when we arrive safely 

because we have sailed too close to the 

shore. 

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abun-

dance of things we possess, we have lost 

our thirst for the waters of life;   having 

fallen in love with life, we have ceased to 

dream of eternity; and in our efforts to 

build a new earth, we have allowed our 

vision of the new Heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to 

venture on wider seas where storms will 

show your mastery; where losing sight of 

land, we shall find the stars.  We ask you 

to push back the horizons of our hopes;   

and to push into the future in strength, 

courage, hope, and love. 

― May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. ‖ (Romans 15:13 ) 

1. Time, January 16, 2005 

2. How to Find Your Church, George 

Barna, p. 104.                                                           

3. Sir Frances Drake Quoted in OC Mis-

sionary Prayer Letter of Jeanie  

Curryer, Sept. 1997  

 

 

In southerly wind, my First Love 

spoke: 

 

“Redeem the time, 

Let off your hand 

And hold Mine''. 

 

As my hand stretched towards the 

distant note 

From the seeming void of the stillest 
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